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A peculiar explanation was once again 
placed on record when rats were 
blamed for the disappearance of  seized 
narcotics, raising serious questions 

about evidence handling and institutional 
accountability. In Jharkhand, rodents were cited 
as having allegedly consumed nearly 
200 kilograms of  ganja that formed 
part of  the evidence in a drugs case, 
leading a court to acquit the accused.

The court observed that such an 
explanation cast doubt on the very 
seizure and its custodial handling by 
the police. The incident was not 
without precedent. In Mathura in 2022, rats were 
reported to have destroyed over 500 kilograms of  
confiscated cannabis. Similar claims surfaced 
internationally, including in Houston, Texas, 

where authorities admitted in 2024 that stored 
marijuana had been consumed—allegedly by rats.

Experts were quoted describing the rodents 
as “drug-addicted” and difficult to control, adding 
to the surreal nature of  the justification. However, 
it was noted that before treating rodents as a 

criminal menace, facts must be firmly 
established. 

While dogs chewing homework 
notebooks and citizens invoking dead 
grandmothers as excuses are familiar 
tropes, the repeated invocation of  rats 
devouring official evidence has 
increasingly resembled a fable rather than 

a credible defence. Whether these claims reflect 
negligence, misconduct, or mere convenience 
remains a question the justice system cannot 
afford to ignore.          ����������������ll

IF RATS EAT EVIDENCE 
Who Guards Justice?

From Jharkhand to Texas, missing ganja blamed on rodents has turned 
law enforcement into unintended satire.

When Romeo–Juliet 
Meets POCSO

when the process of law itself becomes suspect

Feb-March 2026 

MITRA
more than just news - big stories from small towns

Feb-March 2026 

SOCIAL MEDIA



Courts heightened evidentiary standards for establishing 
live-in relationships to prevent abuse of  legal protections 
intended for genuine domestic arrangements.

STRICTER SCRUTINY OF 
LIVE-IN RELATIONSHIP 
CLAIMS

Public interest cases across states influenced electoral 
roll revision practices, emphasizing transparency, 
fairness, and protection against arbitrary voter 
deletions.

JUDICIAL OVERSIGHT 
OF VOTER ROLL 
REVISIONS
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In a landmark move to improve children's health, Britain has 
imposed strict restric�ons on junk food adver�sing
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